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D REPLICATIONS

42 'tHE CLASSING OF THINGS IfviJ!OBJECTS AN
pit 0 h unmistakablepresence

0 0 . 0 do 0 S' are we ever m t e . d H
pnme objects was made of penshable substances like cloth and ds in all uectlon.. C h an entity be Isolate! ave
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paper, and that anotherlarge proportIonwas made of preCIOUsf ~ inltla1 pnme 0 J 0 Or are we SImply co ernng
0"" 0 eal eXIstence! b li

metal and melted down when needed. rUneobjects ~y r I f their classan additional sy~ 0 c
The classicexample is the gigantic statue of Athena Parthenos p on some leading examp es ~ . ! The questions cautlon us

0 0 0 0 up . f . inary prIOrIty k th
made by Phidiasm gold and IVOryfor the Parthenon,known distinCtlon0 unag b t they should not wea en e
nl b li d £i il 0 0 . 1 ced concreteness, u d h -......

0 y y mean rep casma e or p gnms and tounsts. Another gainst t11lSpla b
. f allkinds correspon to uu......a . M made 0 ~ects0 d

example: many splendors of the fourth-century world under mainthesIs. an- . prime objects correspon to
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h kn . hi tOrIcal sequence. li 1y
Constantine t e Great are own to us only by the terse and }ntentionsm s 0 tions while rep cas mere
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f h "B d il 0" h . or to mutant mten '. 1 tradi-
gray escnptl0ns 0 t e or eaux p gnm w 0 traveled prime traits, 0 0 Thou h its type ISextremeY
through southern Europe and North Africa in A.D.33].1 This multiply the prIme ob~ects. 0 ~le as prime by many refme-
unique tourist's chronicle is a part of the replica-mass of the Early tional, the Parthenon ISrec~gnl7 its series.But the copies of the
Christian world, and its accidental survival has justified the de- mentslacking in other te~p e:h: National Museum at Athens,
voted labors of several generations of scholars in establishing its Athena Parthenos statue mh B
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o h Museum only coarsen and
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text and annotating its contents. Still another example of the or the Strang or s . h 0 rY'Ientsof any kind.
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Ulllerence etween pnme objectsand replica-massesis the daily reducet e OrIgm. d Ce the Prime object so com

f replIcas repro u t
crossword puzzle. The manuscript draft by the puzzle-maker is Many sorts 0 00 historical method cannot separa e

a prime object (which no one conserves); all the solutions in pletely that the mos~sens~tlve. 'on each replica differs slighdy
subways and on the desks of people who "kill time" compose them. In another kind 0 serT

la
h
tl

e
'
accumulated variations may. all h ding ones. es

the replica-mass. from t e prece ole relief from monotonous
0 0 0 0 h t desIgn,merelYlor d

Smce a formal sequence can be deduced only from things, our ongInate Wlt oU 0 d
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f! 0 erceived and brought to or er
kn Id f

. d d o' Intimethelr rltlSp h me
ow e ge 0 It epen s upon prime objects and their replicas. repetltlon. 0 n the massof replicas a new sc e

But the number of prime objects is distressingly small, and as by an artist, who Im~osesUb~o t categorically different fro~
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0 ~u__:c d b PrIme 0 ~ect no . h t It
most 0 our eVIdenceconsistsof copies or other derivative things, maIllleste y a 0 bO t historically different m t a.
these inferior expressions, which often are very far removed the preceding prI~e 0 ~ect, Y:f the formal sequence to whl~h

from the original impress of the responsible mind, therefore must corresponds to a differenb
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occupy muc 0 t e histonan s tune. t e prIme 0 ~e th di ry of Prime 0 ~ects e .. al h 0 makes e scove b
An important question arises at once. If, in a given sequence tonc ap~e~g h he must have existed in num ers

an initial prime object begins the connected series, why are the we can mamtaIn only ~ .atalt yments of change in all the classes
b o. 0 din to the CrItIC mo d or

su sequent pnme objects of the senes not to be regarded as correspon g h 1
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ted only as ran om notes
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replicas!The questionis particularlyurgent when we recall that' 0 sequence. e may be indisungUls a e
sk h Th 0 flISt full appearances li

prime objects surely known to arise from prime traits are ve ry
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few. In many places and periods it is impossible to identify them m many mstance of archaeology are organIZe 0
among the accumulated collections of replicas. The question ex- The shelves of eveI'>(mu~e: uence of artifacts. One group

display this conceptIon 0 e Sd
~qo ther group on another
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7. O. Cuntz, ltinerariaromana(Leipzig.19z9).vol. I. 0 replicas arrange y




