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The ‘question posed: What is Art? Scepticism
whether a general answer may be given: such
scepticism itself to be sceptically considered.

The physical-object hypothesis, i.e. the hypothe-
sis that works of art are physical objects, intro-
duced.

Over a certain range of the arts, e.g. literature,
music, the physical-object hypothesis obviously
untenable: for there is not here any physical
object with which the work of art could prima
facie be identified. However the untenability of
the hypothesis over these arts said to raise no
serious problems for aesthetics. The promise
that we shall later return to these arts. (The
promise redeemed in sections 35-7.)

The physical-object hypothesis now considered
over those arts, e.g. painting, sculpture, where
there is a physical object with which the work
of art could prima facie be identified. Two diffi-
culties for the hypothesis to be considered.

The difficulty presented by Representation or
representational properties. A discussion of rep-
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